Unexpected Heroes
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I hadn’t intended anything heroic when I signed up to attend Little Rock Central High School which was less than a mile from my home, and, at the time, all white. The school system had come up with a plan to phase in the desegregation order issued by the U.S Supreme Court in its 1954 Brown v Board of Education decision. So when the homeroom teacher in my ninth-grade class at the all-black Dunbar Junior High School in spring 1957 instructed those of us who lived in the boundaries to sign if we would be interested in attending Central the following fall, I did so without hesitation. I didn’t ask my parents’ permission or even mention it to them right away. It was just a given fact that I would pursue the top-quality education that Mother and Daddy had always preached about at home. But that simple declaration changed the course of my life, of my family’s, and that of countless black students for generations to come. The change would have to be forced though. Arkansas governor Orval Faubus and staunch segregationists throughout Little Rock resisted with all their might. In a show of federal force, President Dwight D. Eisenhower ultimately sent the U.S military to escort the nine of us, who came to be known to the world as the Little Rock Nine, to integrate Central High School for the first time. White students ostracized and harassed us daily, and many teachers looked the other way. My father lost jobs and had to travel cross country, sometimes for weeks, to find work. […] Three months before my graduation, my home was mysteriously bombed and my father and childhood friend were targeted as suspects by an unjust legal system. But I persevered through it all and became the first black girl ever to receive a diploma from Little Rock Central High School. 
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